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different departments. A variety of short 
elective courses for young people have been 
prepared for publication. 

Many voluntary activities for boys, girls, 
and young people have been developed. 
Because the movement for efficiency tests 
has appealed to the all-around development 
and training of youth as a religious obliga- 
tion, it has swept the country. The move- 
ment for Canadian Girls in Training gives 
much promise. The corresponding move- 
ment in United States is the Christian 
Citizenship Training Program of the Young 
Men's Christian Association. Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts are active and splendid 
organizations. 

In reference to public education, present 
tendencies toward a completer socialization 
and Americanization of the public-school 
curriculum and activities are much in 
evidence. There is much current legislation 
in regard to child life and education. In 
England there are indications of progress 
in the field of religious education. Uniform 



lessons have been definitely discarded, the 
British Lessons Council is well organized 
and issues departmentally graded lessons. 
In France there is a demand that the 
religious and secular education of the 
country contribute with all its force to 
the process of national rebuilding. Protes- 
tant churches are giving attention to Sunday 
and Thursday afternoon classes, teacher- 
training, and the training of children for 
church membership. No state church now 
exists in the German Republic. Religious 
education remains a regular part of the 
school curriculum except in the secular 
schools. There is conflict between groups 
in regard to the matter. Very important 
promise in regard to religious education 
is before China. Standards of secular and 
religious education are being organized. In 
Japan great preparations are being made 
for the World Sunday School Convention 
to be held in Tokyo in October. The 
Sunday-school idea has gripped the 
imagination of this alert people. 
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Church Militant Program 

The Chinese Recorder of August has an 
editorial presenting some phases of the 
church militant in China. There is the 
firm insistence that it is not enough to 
fight evil, but preventive measures must be 
planned if a permanent success is to be 
achieved. Recreation and education are 
essential preventive measures in all anti-vice 
campaigns. In fighting the saloon a sub- 
stitute must be found for the social need it 
has exploited. People cannot be made good 
by legal enactments, but the chances for a 
clean life are made stronger by decreasing 
the social contacts with evil. Campaigns 
against disease, gambling, or any kind of 
vice are a part of the church's responsibility. 
Who but Christians can be expected to 
assume the leadership in this fight against 
evil ? These are concrete opportunities for 



Christian service and they furnish an outlet 
for Chinese public opinion which only lacks 
organization to become a vigorous force. 
" Success like that in Canton and Fukien is 
worth having; it makes Christianity a 
widespread influence; it furnishes also an 
outlet for pent-up Christian energy." 

In the present party strife in China these 
campaigns help the country in a very 
practical manner. Mr. Wang, head of the 
Law Codification Commission in Peking, 
claims that the institution of social evil 
is against Chinese social sentiment, and 
this has made it, heretofore, furtive and 
secret. Lately it has been more blatant 
and open. Mr. Wang advises publicity to 
combat it ; to learn the facts and make them 
known. "For those communities who 
desire to imitate Hangchow or Canton, we 
would say, first decide what is the open 
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vice in your community; do not tackle all 
of them at once. Survey the vice and 
understand it." Then through a central 
organization demonstrations can be worked 
up against it. It is essential that strong 
appeals be made to those responsible for 
public order. " The silence and indifference 
of Christians with regard to public evils 
are weapons in the hands of public enemies." 

Community M. tuners 

The Rural Manhood fot-September con- 
tains a statement by Warren H. Wilson as 
to the manners appropriate to the new 
community work, "The Social Gospel 
Requires Social Behavior." The simplest 
good manners involve promptness in all 
public services that none may be incon- 
venienced and disaffected through the 
carelessness of the leader. A people may 
be slack, but the minister must be reliable. 
To serve the whole population the Christian 
man must be "urbane." Without grudge 
or resentment he must have a place of 
acceptance and approval for all. Like 
Father Duffy on the Rhine, the Christian 
minister wins by the irresistible geniality of 
an open heart. 

The community code calls for the atten- 
tion on the part of the community worker 
to certain people who are a public charge. 
The doctor cannot "fool around" with the 
well when he is expected to be with the sick. 
It is the minister who must appoint him- 
self to see the town drunkard, lead the unfor- 
tunate home. The sinner is a public charge. 

"The crown of community manners is 
tolerance. For this we Americans are not 
ready. We have it in our blood to improve 
our neighbor. We know just what is good 
for him, namely, the virtue we so easily 
practice — the response we have made to the 
necessity that drives us. We will not let 
him alone." But the community is of 
many sorts. There is a complexity of 
ideas to which people are devoted. In 
fact others may have the right idea. It is 



dangerous to presuppose the unchallenged 
right of our position. There is need for a 
large and generous tolerance. 

The best way is for every social and 
religious worker to be identified with the 
community through those of his own sex. 
"Be fearless and prompt with the other sex, 
but keep as much as you can with your 
own." The community needs a note of 
distinction on the part of the worker. 
This is hard to attain for some, especially 
those who hate show and do not want to 
be conspicuous. But somehow the expec- 
tation must be dramatized, dressed up for, 
or met in some courtly way. The ideal 
being set up for other men must be 
embodied. The minister ought to be a 
veritable Beau Brummel in something if 
he is to have the community attentive. 
But this something must not be an end in 
itself or unworthy of his high position. 
Care for his clothes is germane to the 
leadership of a gentleman; for his personal 
habits must be cleanly. He must accept 
no low standard, but endeavor to be perfect 
with the perfection of Jesus. Jesus Christ 
expects him to convince people by his care- 
ful conduct in all things. 

The Geneva Conference 

Finis Idleman reports the Geneva Con- 
ference in the Christian Century for Septem- 
ber 30. It represented all the Christian 
fellowships of the world, Rome alone 
excepted. It had been prepared for ten 
years and thus was not a hasty affair. It 
was evident that there should be wide 
chasms of language, tradition, and customs 
of worship. There is no need of patience in 
bridging these chasms. The Conference was 
weakened by lack of prepared program. 

Among the outstanding utterances those 
which commanded the greatest attention 
were those of the Greek Orthodox patriarchs 
and the representatives of the Anglican 
church, lately come from the Lambeth 
Conference. The patriarchs gave evidence 
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of their democracy and honest eagerness. 
There were seven items in their proposal: 
an interchange of students, a cessation of 
proselyting, a united effort for the persecuted 
church wherever it suffers, love for one 
another, study and knowledge of one 
another, examination of our differences in a 
kindly spirit, and the elimination of political 
questions. 

There was a difference of opinion as to 
how far the Anglicans had changed their 
perspective. Their position was placed 
before the Conference by Bishop Gore. 
He asked if the church were not that divine 
institution, having a divinely authorized 
creed, a divinely authoritative order of 
ministry, and divinely authorized sacra- 
ments? It would seem that the Anglican 
church cannot be shaken from this position 
except by a social revolution in England 
which would mean disestablishment and a 
consequent struggle for support on the 
basis of merit. Professor Bartlett of 
Oxford and Professor Scott of Cambridge 
represented the non-episcopal bodies and 
claimed that the equating of faith and order 
represented a point of view the Noncon- 
formists could never accept. Faith is a 
growing and personal thing, and formulated 
statements can be accepted only on the 
basis that they are symbols of a faith forever 
growing beyond formulation. 

The Conference accomplished three 
things: (i) it brought together for ten 
days representatives of all sections of the 
universal church; (2) it revealed the hunger 
for unity and its value for saving from 
social chaos the Near East if not the entire 
Continent; (3) it helped to clear the atmos- 
phere. A beginning had to be made some- 
where. The co-ordination of the various 
groups for the Christian task seems more 
hopeful for the future. There is a chance 
for the development of a receptive mood 
and a kindly interest in other points of 
view. The Archbishop of Jerusalem invited 
the next world-conference to that city. 



"It is but true to fact, however, to add 
that in view of the unabating insistence of 
the Anglican church upon orders, there is 
held to be far more hope in the first con- 
ference held in Geneva called by the Federal 
Councils of the World than in this Con- 
ference on Faith and Order. The name 
chosen for the latter gathering is significant 
and revealing: 'The Universal Conference 
of the Church of Christ on Life and Work.' " 
Of that conference we may expect more 
immediate results due to the energetic and 
captivating president, the Archbishop of 
Upsala. While there are and will continue 
to be different points of view and convic- 
tions, something more precious is being 
discerned: the common yearning to save the 
world by common devotion to Christ. 

A League of All Religions 

Kashie Ram in Young Men of India in 
the issue for August, makes a plea for the 
co-operation of all religions. He mentions 
the endless sectarian quarrels and the still 
more terrible wars through which we have 
passed. He claims the whole life-work of 
Brahmanada Kershub Chunder Sen throws 
much light on the possibility of a league of 
religions. All the great world-religions are 
subject to the unity that governs the 
material universe — they are manifestations 
of the ever progressive dispensation of the 
Spirit of God, and in so far as they touch 
that spirit, form one harmonious whole. 
The old belief, that one religion was the 
true religion and that all others were false 
imitations forged by the devil, is outgrown. 
This has come about in the comparative 
study of religions by eminent Western 
scholars. God's truth is one. It is no 
less Hindu than Christian or Mohammedan. 
It is universal and should admit no sec- 
tarian quarrel any more than science 
admits such. There are not two antagonis- 
tic sciences of chemistry, |though it exhibits 
diverse aspects. "We are all aware of the 
spirit of broad-mindedness in which Western 
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scientists have welcomed the discoveries of 
Sir Jagdish Chunder Bose, a distinguished 
member of the Brahmo Samaj." In 
religion, Sen saw a living unity in the midst 
of a marvelous diversity. One religion 
cannot be merged into another, because 
there is an unwillingness to lose its own 
distinctive individuality. "We heartily wish 
all religions to live and prosper in loving 
unity." "All religions form one scripture 
of life and light, when the spirit of God is 
working in them." 

But the oneness of spirit does not mean 
the reduction to one uniform type. The 
characteristic features of each will be retained 
in the union. There is one life in the 
material or spiritual world but a diversity 
of forms. Certain characteristics differen- 
tiate the four great religions of the world — 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, and Christi- 
anity. In Hinduism as in other religions there 
is good and evil. "Hinduism is one of the 
earliest if not the earliest revelation of 
God to man." Its extreme pantheistic and 
polytheistic elements have done much 
mischief in India, but there are vast and 
inspiring truths that underlie higher Hin- 
duism which make for a noble devotional 
life. There are marvelous visions of the 
Unseen One in the Upanishads of the 
Vedantic period. And the Hindu spiritu- 
ality, known under the name Bhakti, 
contains the passionate love of God "like 
the deepest selfless attachment of a most 
devoted wife to her husband." Buddhism 
has been charged with agnosticism, but 
"the greatest of India's munis could not 
but have tied his tongue and remained 
speechless, awe-struck, in the august 
presence of the Higher Buddha in him, in 
view of the indescribable profanities that 
prevailed in his time in the name of the 
Vedic religion." His law was righteous 
and his life in the Enlightened One is a 
splendid mirror of divine attributes. There 
one finds compassion for sentient beings and 



a great renunciation as the way to an 
unsurpassed peace. Mohammedanism has 
blurred its pages with much of the intolerant 
spirit, but there has been an unquenchable 
faith in the "One without a second, which 
the prophet of Arabia delivered with a 
force assuredly divine, in the midst of 
the most degrading forms of image- 
worship." 

The crowning glory of Christianity lies 
in the cross of Jesus Christ. It has given 
an inspired enthusiasm to numberless men 
and women. Its highest worship is the 
performance of good works, and there is no 
end to the activities of its public spirit. 
The league of all religions is required by 
the urgent need of national unity in India 
and a wider international union in Western 
countries exhausted by the late war. A 
foundation has been laid in the New Dis- 
pensation Church, due to the life of Chunder 
Sen and his predecessors Roy and Nanak. 
"Our creed is the science of God which 
enlightens all. Our gospel is the love of God 
which saveth all. Our church is that 
invisible Kingdom of God in which is all 
truth, all love, all holiness." 

"We believe in the Church Universal 
which is the depository of all ancient 
wisdom, and the receptacle of all modern 
science, which recognizes in all prophets 
and saints a harmony, in all scriptures a 
unity and through all dispensations a 
continuity, which abjures all that separates 
and divides." There is a harmony of reason 
and faith. The league in its simplest form 
is a question of give and take. It means the 
assimilation of all that is good, true, and 
beautiful in all religions. No power but 
living religion can efface the evil of sec- 
tarianism and introduce universal love and 
fellow-feeling among all mankind. It is the 
hope and trust that Hinduism, Buddhism. 
Mohammedanism, Christianity, and the 
other religions will join together "in the 
new dispensation of the Spirit of God." 



